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CONCLUSIONS OF THE 4th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AVIAN 
INFLUENZA: BAMAKO, 6-8 DECEMBER 2006 
 
 
I.   Introduction 
 
The 4th International Conference on Avian Influenza was held in Bamako, 
Republic of Mali, from 6 to 8 December 2006 under the joint sponsorship of  the 
Government of the Republic of Mali, the African Union and the European Union. 
 
In attendance were the United Nations System Coordination Office for Avian 
Influenza, United Nations Specialized Institutions, the World Bank and other key 
partners. Representatives of seventy-two (72) countries across the world and 
those of international technical and financing institutions, various organizations, 
the private sector and the civil society also participated in the Conference. 
 
The meeting reviewed the highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) situation and 
international community’s response to the crisis. The focus was on the need for 
international cooperation in this matter and for strengthening human and animal 
health systems to stem the spread of the epizootic in the Continent. 
 
The disease has, indeed, since January 2006 spread from Asia to the Middle 
East, Europe and to different parts of Africa, with strong possibility of it affecting 
other parts of the world. As at the date of the Bamako Conference, over 250 
cases of the disease in humans with more than 150 deaths had been confirmed, 
and it is highly possible that the genetic mutations of the strain of the virus would 
cause human-to-human transmission, thereby triggering human influenza 
pandemic. 
 
The Conference was convened in Bamako because it had become necessary to 
highlight the difficulties facing Africa in the wake of the bird flu, with at least eight 
countries in 2006 announcing outbreak of the disease. Sixteen cases of the 
disease in humans with seven deaths were similarly reported across Africa. 
 
Africa is particularly ill-equipped to stand up to new diseases such as avian 
influenza, confronted as the Continent is with inadequate human and animal 
health infrastructure, poor epidemiological surveillance mechanism and serious 
human health problems due to HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis. 
 
Thus, the incidence of Avian Influenza in Africa underlines the need to strengthen 
the health care and veterinary service delivery systems in the Continent, with a 
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II.   Bamako Declaration 
 
The Bamako Declaration adopted at the end of the Conference underscored the  
following points: 
 
• Given the persistent threat of avian influenza in humans, there is the need 
to sustain and intensify the momentum in combating avian and human 
influenza. 
 
• The commitment made at the highest level of political leadership to move 
to concrete action remains absolutely necessary if the epizootic is to be 
contained both in the region and in the world. 
 
• The need to mobilize the international community to assist the countries 
affected and under threat of the disease, and efforts designed to improve 
food security through reduction, to the barest minimum, of the impact of 
HPAI on poultry production systems and farms, especially for small-scale 
farmers. 
 
• The need to redouble efforts to boost animal and human health care 
delivery services in conformity with international standards and World 
Organization for Animal Health and WHO governance principles, 
especially the early voluntary application of International Health 
Regulations (IHR). 
 
• The absolute necessity to focus urgent attention on the threat of avian and 
human influenza in Africa, in view of the Continent’s vulnerability, the 
already- devastating impact of other diseases such as Malaria, HIV/AIDS 
and Tuberculosis, the Continent’s economic fragility and its ecologic 
vulnerability in the face of the spread of the highly pathogenic avian 
influenza. The document prepared by the ALIVE Platform will be 
discussed.  
 
• The commitment to transparency in announcing cases of bird flu in 
humans and animals and to exchange epidemiological data and samples 
with World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)/FAO, the OFFLU and 
WHO, so as to detect and determine the nature and development of the 
outbreak sites with minimum delay and contain the disease. 
 
• The commitment to widely publicize the danger posed by avian influenza 
and human influenza pandemic, and how best to get prepared for and be 
protected from epizootic. This implies timely, unambiguous and 
transparent communication of pertinent information to Africans on animal 
and human influenza outbreak sites.  
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• The commitment to widely exchange data on experiences, regularly 
evaluate results and national level preparations for bird flu outbreak, 
review action plans on regular basis and update such plans if need be, 
and evaluate the global strategy for combating bird flu and preparation 
plans for containing the pandemic in humans using the available expertise 
and  technical networks put in place by UN, WHO, FAO, World 
Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and other concerned organizations 
and groups.  
 
Lastly, the Conference noted that the Fifth International Conference on Avian 
Influenza would be held in New Delhi, India, in 2007. 
 
 
III.  Donors’ Round Table 
 
At the end of the Conference on 8 December 2006, Donors from ten countries, 
the European Union Commission, the World Bank and the African Development 
Bank (ADB) pledged to provide nearly US$ 500 million for control of bird flu and 
for preparations against possible pandemic of the disease in humans.  
 
The United States made another pledge of US$ 100 million in addition to its 
original promise of US$ 334 made at an earlier Conference held in Beijing in 
January 2006.  A substantial proportion of the new funds would be directed to the 
African Continent. 
 
As shown by the figures communicated by the World Bank, the other major 
donors are: Canada (US$ 92.5 million), the European Commission (US$ 88.2 
million), Japan (US$ 67 million) and other countries US$ 128.2), making a total of 
US$ 475.9 million. 
 
The Donors reaffirmed their support for the FAO campaign against bird flu. To 
date, the Organization has spent US$ 10 million from its own resources, and has 
received US$ 60 million. The Donors signed pledges for additional US$ 25 
million. In theory, US$ 60 million have been obtained. 
 
 
IV.  Conclusions 
 
• The risk of human influenza pandemic remains very real and constitutes a 
potential threat to humans and animals both in Africa and across the 
world. 
 
• A long-term vision is needed to win the war against highly pathogenic 
avian influenza. Intensified surveillance and rapid response are absolutely 
necessary to detect and control the disease.  
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• If any one African country proves to be powerless to control the disease, 
this could lead to its rapid spread to other countries. One weak link in the 
chain could trigger the domino effect, wiping out the positive results so far 
achieved. 
 
• Countries should fulfill three conditions if they are to act effectively against 
the scourge: 
 
- political will reflected in dynamic alliances between the pubic 
sector, philanthropic associations and the private sector, as well 
as in good working relations between Agriculture Ministries and 
senior animal and human health officials; 
 
- requisite resources and capacity to act decisively upon the 
emergence of the disease and to  sustain any such action 
through proper communication; 
 
- long-term mobilization of communities which should take 
measures to reduce the risks associated with the disease in 
animals and humans. 
 
• The Bamako Conference was “a robust meeting” for, it brought together 
national governments, international organizations and regional bodies 
such as the African Union and the European Union in an unprecedented 
demonstration of global solidarity. 
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